Bai v Liren April 2017
The game:
 Jinshi Bai (2553) - Ding Liren (2774) 

 1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Bb4 4.Nf3 0–0 5.Bg5 c5 6.e3 cxd4 7.Qxd4 Nc6 8.Qd3 h6 9.Bh4 d5 10.Rd1 g5 11.Bg3 Ne4 12.Nd2 Nc5 13.Qc2 d4 14.Nf3 e5 15.Nxe5 dxc3 16.Rxd8 cxb2+ 17.Ke2 Rxd8 18.Qxb2 Na4 19.Qc2 Nc3+ 20.Kf3 Rd4 21.h3 h5 22.Bh2 g4+ 23.Kg3 Rd2 24.Qb3 Ne4+ 25.Kh4 Be7+ 26.Kxh5 Kg7 27.Bf4 Bf5 28.Bh6+ Kh7 29.Qxb7 Rxf2 30.Bg5 Rh8 31.Nxf7 Bg6+ 32.Kxg4 Ne5+

0–1

Play through the game.
1) What is this black defense called?


2) 4 Nf3 is not actually a common line in this opening. What is white’s normal 4th move in the classical variation.

3) Can you give any other mainline 4th moves for white?

4) On move 13 black plays d4. Who do you think is better here and why?



5) White makes one complete blunder in this game. Can you identify it.



6) How would you assess the technique black uses to finish this game?



7) What lessons can be learnt from this game?

